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[The following article is reprinted with the permission of Noticias Aliadas in Lima, Peru. It first
appeared in the August 21, 2000, edition of the weekly publication Latinamerica Press.]
President Alberto Fujimori's is under intense international pressure, he faces a profound economic
recession, and he lacks the support of at least half the population. The portents for his third term
are not good. After an electoral process plagued by charges of fraud and criticism from international
observers, a cloud hung over Fujimori's July 28 inauguration (see NotiSur, 2000-08-04).
Most opposition legislators walked out at the beginning of the ceremony, and while the president's
staunch supporters sang "Happy Birthday," protesters and police fought pitched battles in the
streets.
The tragic day ended with six people dead, hundreds injured and arrested, and the Banco de
la Nacion, Jurado Nacional de Elecciones (JNE) building, the Corte Suprema, and the former
Education Ministry damaged by fire. Former presidential candidate Alejandro Toledo called protests
for July 26-28 under the slogan, "Democracy now." The demonstration was named the Marcha de los
Cuatro Suyos, a reference to the four cardinal points of the Inca empire.
On July 28, protest organizers attempted a peaceful march to the Congress building and Lima's
main plaza to protest Fujimori's inauguration, but police turned them back forcibly. The strong
police blockade inexplicably disappeared just hours later, however, leaving government buildings
unprotected. TV and newspaper reports showed vandals using burning rags to set fire to buildings.
March organizers accuse the government of planting infiltrators among the protesters to provoke
violence, while the government has accused the demonstrators of terrorism and threatened to
take the organizers to court. Voters who re-elected Fujimori overwhelmingly in 1995 have grown
increasingly disenchanted with him.
In a late July poll in Lima by the National University of Engineering, nearly 60% of respondents said
they were dissatisfied with the president's performance. A national survey in mid-August by the
Apoyo polling company gave Fujimori a 45% approval rating, while 47% said they disapproved. That
disenchantment was reflected in the April 9 elections, in which Fujimori's Peru 2000 party won only
52 of the 120 congressional seats (see NotiSur, 2000-04-28).
During the next two months, however, at least 18 opposition legislators switched their allegiance to
Peru 2000, giving Fujimori the congressional majority that had eluded him at the polls. Opposition
legislators have claimed that government officials resorted to bribery, threats, and blackmail to
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convince lawmakers to join their ranks. Another surprise came when the president named former
Huancavelica mayor Federico Salas to head his Cabinet. Salas is the leader of the Avancemos party
who ran against Fujimori in the first round of elections and later supported Toledo. "Our people
have decided to break with the past," Salas said on April 9. "Avancemos has decided to support
Toledo so as to change the history of Peru once and for all." And just weeks before accepting the
post of prime minister, he had told the press, "I assure you that you won't see me sworn in as a
minister."
After taking office, he blamed Toledo for the July 28 violence, telling reporters, "Ask Toledo if
he contracted common criminals or made them participate." In his inaugural address, Fujimori
took little note of the opposition by about half the country to his third term and made no mention
of dialogue with the opposition or measures called for by the Organization of American States
(OAS) to restore the country's democratic institutions (see NotiSur, 2000-06-09). Instead, he said
emphatically, "There is no democracy in the world where minorities govern....This doesn't happen
anywhere in the world, much less in Peru."
Nor did he offer concrete proposals for pulling the country out of its severe recession or give
indications of change in economic policies that have left half the country's 24 million people in
poverty, more than 8% jobless, and 54% underemployed. He later named Carlos Bolona, who
engineered the country's economic-adjustment program between 1991 and 1992, as his new
economy minister.
After the events of July 28, the traditional Independence Day military parade was held inside the
Defense Ministry compound, attended only by Fujimori, his staunch supporters, and representatives
of the military that has consistently backed him.
Political analyst Fernando Rospigliosi sees Fujimori's alliance with the military which, breaking
with tradition, recognized his presidency a month before his inauguration as his greatest support.
"The military leadership is sending signals...that they are the ones who control the power in Peru,"
Rospigliosi said.
And while the political opposition has a higher profile now than in recent years, many analysts say
it lacks organization and a unified ideology. Despite attempts by Fujimori's backers to paint Toledo
as a terrorist in the wake of the July 28 violence, the former candidate has maintained his position
as an opposition leader. Observers and opposition members do not agree, however, on the best way
to move ahead. Some call for reorganizing the political parties while others urge continued public
protest.
"With institutions like the judiciary, Congress, and the Public Ministry completely controlled [by
the executive branch], the only place where citizens and the opposition can demonstrate their
discontent is in the streets," said Rospigliosi. "They have to continue demonstrating for specific
demands regarding economic and political affairs. It doesn't make sense to wait to build up political
parties to prepare an orderly transition, because as long as Fujimori and [de-facto security chief
Vladimiro] Montesinos remain in power, they will not allow any democratic political organization to
become consolidated."
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In the leftist daily La Republica, however, former congressional Rep. Javier Diez Canseco called
for the formation of a National Front for Democracy "that guarantees the alternative of governance
that the country demands for democratic transition." Meanwhile, on Aug. 9, OAS Secretary General
Cesar Gaviria and Dominican Republic Foreign Minister Eduardo Latorre arrived in Lima to
establish an OAS secretariat to oversee dialogue between the government and the opposition.
The talks, which began Aug. 21, will center on 29 points proposed by a special OAS mission that
visited the country in late June. Working groups will be formed on five issues independence of the
judiciary, balance between human rights and security, freedom of expression and communications
media, oversight and balance of powers, and strengthening democracy, including civilian
supervision of the country's intelligence services.
But even Gaviria, while calling for the government and opposition to reach agreements and
overcome polarization, admitted that the government had undermined its credibility by showing
few signs of movement toward stronger democracy.
As public support erodes and the OAS insists on progress, many observers wonder if Fujimori will
be able to complete his term. "I don't give him a year and a half; he must know that things won't go
well for him in this forced third term," said Elisa Chumpitaz, who participated in the Marcha de los
Cuatro Suyos. "I can't forget his exasperation on July 28 when they had to turn his presidential sash
around because he'd put it on backward it was like an omen."

-- End --
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